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Discussion Question One
In studying victims’ views of their own victimization and their views towards Criminal Justice System; conducting victimology research there is need for researchers to address a myriad ethical concern regarding the civil rights of victims. The neglect of ethical considerations questions the validity and reliability of the criminological research.
Accordingly, some kinds of ethical concerns that a researcher may have before, during, and after visiting of their subjects include informed consent, privacy and confidentiality. The subjects should knowingly and legally consent to participate in research studies free from duress, deception, or coercion. To legitimately obtain consent, researchers should provide subjects with an explanation of the experimental process; create awareness of the risks, discomforts, and expected benefits; and inform participants that they can freely withdraw from the study at will. During and after completion of the study, researchers are ethically obligated to protect the collected information so that it may not be used against participants (victims) in legal proceedings. Vulnerable subjects have the right to refuse to disclose damaging information if researchers don’t guarantee privacy and confidentiality (Maxfield & Babbie, 2014). 
Subsequently, a researcher needs to protect the physical and psychological memories of their subject’s painful experiences.  In order to make sure the subjects (those victims) are protected (physically and psychologically) from their recall of those painful experiences, there is need for ethical positioning. Researchers are required to ethically positions specific to the subject matter and seriously take into consideration regarding the implications of engaging with the narratives of ethical others. In essence, researchers should refrain from circumstances and narratives which will result in harm or deprivation of the subjects.  

Discussion Question Two
Empirical studies have been widely acknowledged to have much importance in criminology research. Their significance largely emanates from how they can effectively articulate and be used to test and strengthen criminological theories. In a nutshell, empirical studies and criminological theories should be closely linked because they will enhance theory developments especially when the theory of interest in criminology research focuses on the causal order of events and behaviors rather than the substance of those events/behaviors.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Consequently, closely linking criminological theories and empirical studies provides an avenue for researchers to investigate the causes, patterns, consequences and responses to crime in a social context by drawing their inferences and conclusions strictly from concretely empirical evidence. Furthermore, closely linking criminological theories and empirical studies is important; it increases objectivity in theory construction; it increases conceptualization of the relevant theories; adequate operationalization of concepts; appropriate units of analysis; appropriate samples for the target populations; and applications of statistical techniques. Also, closely linking criminological theories and empirical studies enable researchers to study crimes along with other problem activities or behaviors that may not be criminalized but still cause extensive harm to society. Finally, aligning empirical studies with criminological theories provides researchers with an excellent critical and informed understanding of crime and the criminal justice system, as well as wider social and economic questions.
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